MASHANTUCKET EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS OFFICE
INFORMATION ABOUT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

For Natural Persons under Title 32,
the Mashantucket Pequot Labor Relations Law

Mashantucket Pequot
Tribal Nation

Under the Mashantucket Pequot Labor Relations Law, Title 32, a case may be processed by the MERO
Director, a MERO Board, which is a panel comprised of individuals selected by the parties to the case
and their Board members, or a Special Master assigned by the Tribal Court. Generally, there are no
costs or limited costs associated with processing by the MERO Director or a Special Master. The costs of
a MERO Board proceeding, however, are shared by the parties and typically include the fees and costs
charged by MERO Board members and transcription services.

In order to provide broad accessibility to MERO Board proceedings to all parties, the MERO may grant
financial assistance toward the costs of a MERO Board proceeding to any natural person with a
demonstrated need. To be eligible for consideration for financial assistance, you must meet all of the
following criteria:

e You must be a party in a case under Title 32 that is to be heard or decided by a MERO Board.
Cases referred to a Special Master and any case processing by the MERO Director or staff are not
eligible for financial assistance.

e You must have reported Adjusted Gross Income of no more than $50,000 on your most recent
U.S. Individual Tax Return required to be filed and must provide a copy of that tax return to the
MERO with your completed Application for Financial Assistance.

e You must pay up to $200 of the costs of the proceeding that are otherwise eligible for MERO
financial assistance, as determined by the MERO Director and prior to receiving financial
assistance.

e You must comply with all terms and conditions associated with requesting and receiving
financial assistance from the MERO.

You may submit an Application for Financial Assistance any time during the pendency of the case before
the MERO. Confidential information included in your application, tax return and any additional
information submitted in support of your Application for Financial Assistance will be maintained in
confidence by the MERO. After an application is submitted, the processing of the case may be stopped
temporarily (held in abeyance) until the MERO decides whether financial assistance will be provided so
you do not incur additional costs before knowing whether you will receive assistance.

Costs eligible for financial assistance are limited to the party’s share of the reasonable costs associated
with retention of MERO Board members, retention of transcription services and any transcription of the

Page 1 of 2
Mashantucket Employment Rights Office, MPTN, Pequot Museum, 110 Pequot Trail, P.O. Box 3180, Mashantucket, CT 06338-3180 MERO Form 32-0610
Ph: (860) 396-6508, (860) 396-6505 Email: MERO@mptn-nsn.gov Website: https//MERO.mptn-nsn.gov Facebook: www.facebook.com/MEROmessage (08-28-25)



proceedings. Financial assistance provided by the MERO will be paid directly to the individual or entity
requiring payment and will not be paid to the party on whose behalf the financial assistance is provided.
In most cases, an award of financial assistance will be applied only to costs incurred after a MERO
decision to award assistance.

Any exceptions to the above eligibility criteria or financial assistance terms may be made only upon a
showing to the MERO Director of good reason for the exception and upon written authorization of the
MERO Director at his/her sole discretion. Financial assistance recipients are also encouraged to seek
advance written authorization for costs incurred, because the MERO will not make payment for any
expenses that are deemed by the MERO Director to be unnecessary, excessive, or an abuse of the
MEROQ’s processes. Failure to timely submit invoices to the MERO may also result in denial of payment.

Financial assistance from the MERO is may not exceed $5,000 per case and is contingent on the
availability of MERO funds. Financial assistance from the MERO is not available for any proceedings
before the Tribal Court, whether before a Special Master or by virtue of the appeal of a MERO Board,
Special Master or MERO Director decision.

IMPORTANT: Except as described above, financial assistance from the MERO is not available for the
costs of Title 32 proceedings, including without limitation any costs associated with securing witnesses
or retaining an attorney to represent you in the proceedings. An individual (natural person) who is a
party in a case under the Mashantucket Pequot Labor Relations Law bears the same responsibility for
the costs associated with the case as any other party to a case. If you elect to proceed before a MERO
Board without applying for financial assistance or you are denied financial assistance, you remain
responsible for paying your share of the costs of the proceeding.
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